STANDARD AND SPECIFICATIONS
FOR
DUST CONTROL

Definition
The control of dust resulting from land-disturbing activities.

Purpose

To prevent surface and air movement of dust from disturbed
soil surfaces that may cause off-site damage, health hazards,
and traffic safety problems.

Conditions Where Practice Applies

On construction roads, access points, and other disturbed
areas subject to surface dust movement and dust blowing
where off-site damage may occur if dust is not controlled.

Design Criteria

Construction operations should be scheduled to
minimize the amount of area disturbed at one time.
Buffer areas of vegetation should be left where practical.
Temporary or permanent stabilization measures shall be
installed. No specific design criteria is given; see
construction specifications below for common methods of
dust control.

Water quality must be considered when materials are
selected for dust control. Where there is a potential for the
material to wash off to a stream, ingredient information
must be provided to the local permitting authority.

Construction Specifications

A. Non-driving Areas — These areas use products
and materials applied or placed on soil surfaces to prevent
airborne migration of soil particles.

Vegetative Cover — For disturbed areas not subject to
traffic, vegetation provides the most practical method of
dust control (see Section 3).

Mulch (including gravel mulch) — Mulch offers a fast
effective means of controlling dust. This can also include
rolled erosion control blankets.

Spray adhesives — These are products generally composed
of polymers in a liquid or solid form that are mixed with
water to form an emulsion that is sprayed on the soil surface
with typical hydroseeding equipment. The mixing ratios and
application rates will be in accordance with the
manufacturer’s recommendations for the specific soils on
the site. In no case should the application of these adhesives
be made on wet soils or if there is a probability of
precipitation within 48 hours of its proposed use. Material
Safety Data Sheets will be provided to all applicators and
others working with the material.

B. Driving Areas — These areas utilize water, polymer
emulsions, and barriers to prevent dust movement from
the traffic surface into the air.

Sprinkling — The site may be sprayed with water until the
surface is wet. This is especially effective on haul roads
and access routes.

Polymer Additives — These polymers are mixed with water
and applied to the driving surface by a water truck with a
gravity feed drip bar, spray bar or automated distributor
truck. The mixing ratios and application rates will be in
accordance with the manufacturer’s recommendations.
Incorporation of the emulsion into the soil will be done to
the appropriate depth based on expected traffic. Compaction
after incorporation will be by vibratory roller to a minimum
of 95%. The prepared surface shall be moist and no
application of the polymer will be made if there is a
probability of precipitation within 48 hours of its proposed
use. Material Safety Data Sheets will be provided to all
applicators working with the material.

Barriers — Woven geotextiles can be placed on the driving
surface to effectively reduce dust throw and particle
migration on haul roads. Stone can also be used for
construction roads for effective dust control.

Windbreak — A silt fence or similar barrier can control air
currents at intervals equal to ten times the barrier height.
Preserve existing wind barrier vegetation as much as
practical.
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All Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plans must contain the
NYS DEC issued “Conditions for Use” and “Application
Instructions” for any polymers used on the site. This
information can be obtained from the NYS DEC website.

Maintenance

Maintain dust control measures through dry weather periods
until all disturbed areas are stabilized.
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